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Forest
forever
Chelsea couple’s gift
bolsters Gatineau
Park eco-corridor
By Anna Robertson
If you love something, set it
free.
This catchphrase captures
the spirit of the recent substantial land donation made by
Chelsea couple, Mark Wilson
and Maryse Dionne, to Action
Chelsea for the Respect of the
Environment (ACRE).
“It is quite something that
Mark and Maryse had this big
piece of land that they love, with
a lot of economic value, and they
gave it away to a land trust,”
said ACRE’s Olaf Jensen. They
officially signed the land over to
ACRE, a non-profit organization
Continued page 10

Left to right: Chelsea land donors Mark Wilson and Maryse Dionne finalize 42-acre land transfer to ACRE’s Stephen Woodley, president, and Olaf Jensen,
land trust director, in the creation of Forêt Wilson-Dionne Forest on Oct. 3. 							
Photo courtesy ACRE

Cantley may axe bus service due to cost and low usage
By Hannah Sabourin
Cantley’s bus service was
temporarily saved from the
chopping block by the mayor’s
veto during a recent council
meeting.
Municipal councillors voted
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4-2 against renewing a $226,115
contract with Transcollines for
2023 to 2025 during Cantley’s
Oct. 11 council meeting.
Cantley Mayor David Gomes
used his veto power to suspend
the council’s decision. The vote
is now delayed until the next

meeting — whether a special
council meeting or the regularly
scheduled one on Nov. 8.
Gomes agreed with councillors who made a comment about
the high cost of the service. He
said that there are 114 regular
Transcollines users in 2022.

Despite
the
cost
of
Transcollines, “it would be
wrong of me to stop public transportation,” said Gomes, who
also sits on the Transcollines
committee. “We need to ask why
people don’t take [the bus].”
Gomes speculated that the

bus schedule – which leaves
once for Gatineau at 7 a.m. and
returns at 5 p.m. – could be the
main reason why many people
don’t rely on the service.
Ward 1 Coun. Nathalie Belisle

By Hannah Sabourin

meeting held in Hollow Glen.
The master plan is the road
map for development in the
municipality for the next decade
— if not more. The last one was
passed in 2005.
Chelsea
Mayor
Pierre
Guénard said the newest

versions of these bylaws help
Chelsea protect the environment
and offer essential services.
The revisions will also help the
municipality develop affordable
and multigenerational housing,
all while protecting Chelsea’s
rural character, he added.

Now that council has given
the green light to this set of
bylaws, the master plan will
move to the next stage: approval
by the MRC des Collines-del’Outaouais. That is, unless
enough residents sign up to

Continued page 16

Chelsea adopts master plan

It wasn’t unanimous, but the
majority of Chelsea councillors
voted to pass the municipality’s revised master plan, which
includes subdivision and zoning bylaws, at the Oct. 4 council

Continued page 6
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Gift of 42-acre forest a ‘win, win, win’ situation
made up of concerned citizens
working towards an environmentally-healthy community, on
Oct. 3
The 42-acre Forêt Wilson-Dionne Forest is one of the few
remaining, large, undeveloped
properties in Chelsea. The
tract of land lies east of Hwy. 5
and west of the Larrimac golf
course. It is also adjacent to the
Jolicoeur-McMartin property,
another large piece of forest
ACRE is in the advanced stage
of acquiring.
The couple have a long history in the Hills. They built their
home and raised their family
in Chelsea and said they have
always enjoyed using the land.
“In winter, we would go up
and clear off one of the ponds to
make a rink,” said Wilson.
“Even this morning we were
there walking the dog,” added
Dionne. “I said to Mark, ‘Wow,
it’s so great to know the land is
going to stay like this.’”
Stephen Woodley, president
of ACRE, described the gift “as
a really special one.” Not only
is it a substantial and beautiful
property, he explained, but it is
part of the Larrimac ecological
corridor.
In 2010, the National Capital
Commission (NCC) undertook
a mapping study to identify
ecological corridors or areas
adjacent to the park, important
for maintaining its ecological
integrity. ACRE then stepped
in, according to Jensen, and
decided to focus on protecting
the lands that fall within these
areas.
“That’s why Mark and
Maryse’s land is so important,”
explained Jensen. “It helps not
only protect the biodiversity and
the environment in Chelsea, but
it helps protect the ecological
integrity of the Gatineau Park
as a whole.”
There is momentum in land
trust work, and gifts like these





and they want to do something
about it. “People have been very,
very generous,” he said.
For their part, Wilson and
Dionne said they want people to
know, “it’s not that hard to make
a donation.” They describe the
gift as a “win, win, win,” and
explain that you can stick with
your values, preserve and share
the land, while still getting some
financial benefit. They describe
ACRE as an impressive organization and “wonderful to work
with.”
Public support is part of the
creative approach Woodley said
Canada needs to meet its 2030
target of protecting 30 per cent
of all lands, seas, and freshwater.
Currently the country is protecting 13.5 per cent, so there is
some work to do. Quebec is at
16.7 per cent, according to Jensen. He said, “Quebec is doing
fairly well and is one of the few
jurisdictions in Canada that has
made a commitment to those big
international targets and really

The Forêt Wilson-Dionne Forest in
Chelsea contains mature sugar
maples, hemlocks, and white pines,
ponds, wetlands, and several species
at risk, including painted turtles and
trilliums.
Photos courtesy ACRE

are, in part, a result of the twin
crises of biodiversity loss and
climate change, said Jensen.
“There’s a lot of interest
right now in conservation and
protected areas. There’s funding
available to support this work
and the communities are super
engaged, so it’s a good time to
have a land trust operating in
the area,” Jensen explained.
There is federal and provincial grant funding available

but, “the only way to access
that funding is to find matching
funds within the community,”
Jensen added.
He described the high level
of community engagement in
ACRE’s conservation work as,
“perhaps the most interesting
part of this story.” He observed
that people are increasingly
aware of the threat of climate
change and biodiversity loss,

wants to make progress.”
As most land in Canada is
not federal but provincial Crown
land, Canada can’t reach that
target without the support of
the provinces and territories,
explained Jensen.
Members of the public can
make land donations through
the Ecological Gifts Program.
The program is administered
by Environment and Climate

Change Canada and the Quebec’s Ministry of the Environment, and was key to the success
of the Forêt Wilson-Dionne Forest project and others like it,
according to Jensen.
“In the past, you could donate
a painting to a museum and
receive a charitable tax receipt,”
explained Jensen. “About 20
years ago the environmental
movement said, ‘How come you
can donate a painting of a landscape and get a tax credit, but
you can’t donate the landscape
and get a tax credit?’”
Now the program offers a
charitable tax receipt for gifts
of land of ecological value, and
this provides an incentive for
donors, he explained.
Forêt Wilson-Dionne contains mature sugar maples, hemlocks, and white pines, ponds,
wetlands, and several species at
risk, including painted turtles
and trilliums. It is an important
corridor for animals and connects wildlife to the Gatineau
Park.
Existing trails in the forest
will be maintained by ACRE. A
commitment ACRE makes to all
donors and the community is
that the public “will have access
to the land to connect with
nature, ski, snowshoe, walk,
cycle, and do all the things we
like doing here,” said Jensen.
Wilson and Dionne said they
love this land. Through their
donation, now everyone in the
Hills can too. ACRE expresses
that it is “very grateful for their
generosity.”
ACRE is involved in several
other land trust initiatives in
Chelsea, La Pêche, and the Pontiac, including the Hundred Acre
Wood in Wakefield. Some have
been finalized and others are
still in the works. To see ACRE’s
protected areas and initiatives,
go to acrechelsea.qc.ca. For
maps of the NCC eco-corridors
see natureconservancy.ca.
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